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Clean Air Research Program 

The Clean Air Research Program’s website1 describes the research priorities, activities, and 

accomplishments of the Clean Air Research Program in EPA's Office of Research and Development 

(ORD). The research program provides the critical science to develop and implement outdoor air 

regulations under the Clean Air Act. The program puts new tools and information in the hands of air 

quality managers and regulators to protect the air we breathe. 

The research is advancing air pollution science with an integrated and multidisciplinary 

approach that enables important new discoveries to be made. This approach involves the study of air 

science from the source of pollutants and their interactions in the atmosphere to how they impact 

health. As a result, the research program offers one of the most comprehensive programs in air research 

in the federal government. 

The program also coordinates with ORD's Global Change Research Program, which assesses the 

impact of climate variability and change and provides timely and useful information and decision-

support tools to policy makers and resource managers to help them adapt to a changing climate. For 

example, in recent years, near road exposure to air pollution has emerged as an issue in environmental 

health (Padmanabhan and Glenn)with policy-makers attempting to reduce exposure levels with 

California prohibiting construction of new schools within 500 feet of a major highway (Official California 

Legistative Information). For example, in the recent years, near road exposure to air pollution has 

                                                            
1 For information visit: http:/www.epa.gov/airscience 
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emerged as an issue in environmental health (Padmanabhan and Glenn) with policy-makers attempting 

to reduce exposure levels with California prohibiting construction of new schools within 500 feet of a 

major highway.  
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