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My philosophy as a future educator of mathematics entrusted to teach young minds is based 

primarily on ethical and academic values. I feel that my beliefs consist of a mixture of views 

from essentialism, progressivism, and behaviorism. I strongly believe that every individual is 

capable of obtaining, utilizing, and providing knowledge to expand their social and academic 

abilities in order to become successful and productive citizens in society. Like the essentialist, I 

also feel that education is a process that must be established on foundational skills, moving from 

the simple to more intricate phases of comprehension. Especially when learning mathematics. As 

a future mathematics teacher, I feel it is my duty to capture the interests and cultivate the growth 

of every individual student via curriculum that encourages discoveries relevant to real life 

experience that deal with math, high expectations, active learning, positive discipline and 

democratic principles offered through differentiated instruction. 

 In order for students to have opportunities to learn math, children need firsthand experiences 

related to math, interaction with other children and adults concerning these experiences and time 

to reflect on the experiences. I have come to develop an appreciation for diversity in respect to 

the fact that no two people are exactly the same but they will have something to offer if given the 

opportunity, regardless of race, educational background or socioeconomic status. This is where 

the elements from progressivism influence my roles as an educator. I will create a learning 

environment that promotes and instruct students in tolerance, effort, compassion, respect, and 

self-awareness via positive stimuli as motivators, much like the behaviorist. I will also 

incorporate the use of manipulatives such as counters, place value mats, base ten blocks, fraction 

strips, geometric solid models, etc. 

My classroom will be a community because it will be inspired by the students, teachers, parents, 

and community at large. Essentialism aims at developing intellect and moral values both of 



which must come first in order to have a successful place of learning and teaching. In my 

classroom, students will respect one another no matter what, despite each other’s short comings. 

Each student will because an attribute to the process of learning math. We will all learn from 

each other and no child will feel less than or inferior to the other. 

 I will accomplish my goal of improving my role in the profession and effectively educating my 

students by using strategies that involve in depth discussions, interactive lessons, questioning, 

sharing, risk taking, making choices, and lots of technology such as videos explaining particular 

math concepts, online games and assessments that will expose and infuse real world situations. I 

will also be flexible, reflective and aware of my ideas. 

In conclusion, I will base my teaching on research and inquiry in order to meet the needs of my 

students and be most effective as an educator. 


