
21st-Century Learner 
Create! Communicate! Collaborate! 

The 21st-century learner is here—is your classroom ready? 

BY MARK STEVENS 

  

NEA members attending this year's RA got a  
look at technology that could transform  
teaching and learning in their classrooms. 
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No one sees more clearly than educators how the technologies we use in our daily lives influence how 
students learn. Students have changed, educators have changed, learning itself has changed. And learning 
tools have evolved accordingly. 
Yet the typical physical building where all that learning takes place has remained largely the same 
over the last 100 years. We live with the reality that the same structures of brick, mortar, and steel 
will continue to greet us each morning. The great news is that 21st-century learning can take place in 
every school. 

Learning environments aren’t revolutionized by installing a few cool gadgets here and there. Far 
more important is the educator’s role in employing today’s technologies to make material accessible 
and engaging—in other words, encouraging students to create, communicate, and collaborate in 
ways never before possible. “Knowing how to use technology is a key requirement today,” says 
seventh-grade social studies teacher Joseph Cicero, who posts the class daily agenda online each day 
and use blogs, wikis, and other interactives regularly. “Technology is ever-changing, and we should 
not leave our children behind.” 

 NEA Executive Director John I. Wilson, who represents NEA on the strategic council of the 
Partnership for 21st Century Skills (P21), says, “Learning in the 21st century takes new thinking. . .  . 
The 21st century skills are imperative to implement in our classrooms in order to prepare our 
students for our globalized workforce.” P21 brings together education leaders, the business 
community, and policymakers to define a powerful vision for 21st-century education. 

It’s up to educators to find the best ways to integrate technology in fulfilling curriculum 
requirements, but many useful technologies are available off the shelf, some even for free. Even in 
classrooms built before the dawn of the Internet, educators can make use of the mobile and online 
efficiencies that we have all come to expect—none  more so than students—in our daily lives. 

 


