
Italy 
Photo 
album  

 

 

By: Clara Aymee Lopez 

Images: Clara A. Lopez 

 



Italy offers a 

remarkable kaleidoscope of 
regions and experiences for 
all visitors.  

Extending over 620 miles 
(1,000 km) from top to toe, 
it streche from far northern 
reaches that take in the 
APS AND THE 
INDUSTRIALIZED Po 
plain, all the way down 
sun- soaked Mediterranean 
shores and islands of the 
South. Its incomparable 
artistic and cultural 
heritage centers of 
Renaissance. 



The Colosseum, 
or the Coliseum, originally the 
Flavian Amphitheatre  is an 
elliptical amphitheatre in the 
centre of the city of Rome, Italy, 
the largest ever built in the 
Roman Empire. It is considered 
one of the greatest works of 
Roman architecture and Roman 

engineering. 

 

Its construction started in 72 AD 

under the emperor Vespasian and 
was completed in 80 AD under 
Titus. Capable of seating 50,000 
spectators, the Colosseum was 
used for gladiatorial contests and 
public spectacles such as mock 
sea battles, animal hunts, 
executions, re-enactments of 
famous battles, and dramas based 
on Classical mythology.  The 
building ceased to be used for 
entertainment in the early 
medieval era. quarry, and a 
Christian shrine. 

 



Sistine Chapel 
Ceiling  

The mighty composition, 
painted by Michelangelo 
between 1536 and 1541, is 
centered around the 
dominant figure of Christ, 
captured in the moment 
preceding that when the 
verdict of the Last  judgement 
is uttered.  

The Sistine Chapel 
ceiling, painted by 
Micheangelo at the 
commission of Pope Julius 
II, is one of the most 
renowned artworks of the 
High Renaissance.  The 
ceiling is that of the large 
Papal Chapel built within 
the Vatican between 1477 
and 1480 by Pope Sixtus IV 
after whom it is named the 
Sistine Chapel. The chapel 
is the location for Papal 
Conclaves and many 
important services. 



 
 

The Sistine 
Chapel 

The ceiling's various painted 
elements form part of a 
larger scheme of decoration 
within the Chapel, which 
includes the large fresco the 
last judgement on the 
sanctuary wall, also by 
Michelangelo, wall paintings 
by a team of the regarded 
painters of the late 15th 
century . 

The main panels, which 
chart the creation  of the 
world  and  Fall of man, are 
surrounded by subjects 
from the  Old and New 
testaments. 



Basilica of Saint 
Peter 

St. Peter's Basilica, is a Late 
Renaissance St. Peter's Basilica has 
the largest interior of any Christian 
church in the world.  Its regarded as 
one of the holiest Catholic sites. It 
has been described as "holding a 
unique position in the Christian 
world” and as "the greatest of all 
churches of Christendom 

St. Peter's is famous as a place of 
pilgrimages for its liturgical 
functions and for its historical 
associations. It is associated with the 
papacy, with the Counter-
reformation and with numerous 
artists, most significantly 
Michelangelo. As a work of 
architecture, it is regarded as the 
greatest building of its age. Contrary 
to popular misconception, Saint 
Peter's is not a cathedral as it is not 
the seat of a bishop. It is properly 
termed a papal basilica. 

 The Basilica of St. John Lateran is 
the cathedral church of Rome. 



Florence 
The city lies on the River Arno;  it is 
known for its history and its 
importance in the Middle Ages and in 
the Renaissance, especially for its art 
and architecture and, more generally, 
for its cultural heritage. A centre of 
medieval European trade and finance 
and one of the wealthiest cities of the 
time, Florence is considered the 
birthplace of the Renaissance;  it has 
been called the Athens of the Middle 
Ages. A turbulent political history 
included periods of rule by the 
powerful Medici family, religious and 
republican revolution. From 1865 to 
1870 the city was also the capital of 
the recently established Kingdom of 
Italy. 
 
Florence is regarded as one of the 
most beautiful cities in the world, and 
the impact of its artistic, historic and 
cultural heritage in the world remains 
to this day. The city has a major 
impact in music, architecture, 
education, cuisine, fashion, 
philosophy, science and religion. The 
historic centre of Florence contains 
numerous historical squares, 
Renaissance palaces, academies, 
parks, gardens, churches, 
monasteries, museums, art galleries 
and ateliers. 
 



Pisa Tower 
The Leaning Tower of Pisa is 
the campanile, or freestanding 
bell tower, of the cathedral of the 
Italian city of Pisa, It is situated 
behind the Cathedral and is the 
third oldest structure in Pisa's 
Cathedral Square (Piazza del 
Duomo) after the Cathedral and 
the Baptistry. 
The height of the tower is 
55.86 m (183.27 ft) from the 
ground on the low side and 
56.70 m (186.02 ft) on the high 
side. The width of the walls at 
the base is 4.09 m (13.42 ft) and 
at the top 2.48 m (8.14 ft). Its 
weight is estimated at 14,500 
metric tons (16,000 short tons). 
The tower has 296 or 294 steps; 
the seventh floor has two fewer 
steps on the north-facing 
staircase. Prior to restoration 
work performed between 1990 
and 2001, the tower leaned at an 
angle of 5.5 degrees, but the 
tower now leans at about 3.99 
degrees. This means that the top 
of the tower is displaced 
horizontally 3.9 metre 
(12 ft 10 in) from where it would 
be if the structure were perfectly 
vertical. 
 



Pisa Tower 
The tower began to sink after 
construction had progressed to the 
second floor in 1178. This was due to a 
mere three-metre foundation, set in 
weak, unstable subsoil a design that was 
flawed from the beginning. Construction 
was subsequently halted for almost a 
century, because the Republic of Pisawas 
almost continually engaged in battles 
with Genoa,  Lucca and Florence, This 
allowed time for the underlying soil to 
settle. Otherwise, the tower would 
almost certainly have toppled. In 1198 
clocks were temporarily installed on the 
third floor of the unfinished 
construction. 

In 1272 construction resumed under 
Giovanni di Simone,  architect of the 
Camposanto In an effort to compensate 
for the tilt, the engineers built upper 
floors with one side taller than the other. 
Because of this, the tower is actually 
curved. Construction was halted again in 
1284, when the Pisan were defeated by 
the Genoans in the Battle of Meloria 

The seventh floor was completed in 1319. 
It was built by Tommaso di Andrea 
Pisano who succeeded in harmonizing 
the Gothic elements of the bell-chamber 
with the Romanesque style of the tower. 
There are seven bells, one for each note 
of the musical major scale. The largest 
one was installed in 1655. The bell-
chamber was finally added in 1372. 

After a phase (1990–2001) of structural 
strengthening, the tower is currently 
undergoing gradual surface restoration, 
in order to repair visual damage, mostly 
corrosion and blackening. These are 
particularly pronounced due to the 
tower's age and its exposure to wind and 
rain. 

 



Venece 
The city stretches across 117 small 
islands in the marshy Venetian 
Lagoon along the Adriatic Sea in 
northeast Italy. The saltwater 
lagoon stretches along the 
shoreline between the mouths of 
the Po(south) and the Piave 
(north) Rivers. The population 
estimate of 272,000 inhabitants 
includes the population of the 
whole Comune of Venezia; around 
60,000 n the historic city of Venice 
(Centro storico); 176,000 in 
Terraferma (the Mainland), mostly 
in the large frazioni of Mestre and 
Marghera; and 31,000 live on other 
islands in the lagoon. 

The Republic of Venice was a major 
maritime power during the Middle 
Ages and Renaissance, and a 
staging area for the Crusades and 
the Battle of Lepanto  as well as a 
very important center of commerce 
(especially silk,  grain and spice 
trade  and art n the 13th century up 
to the end of the 17th century. This 
made Venice a wealthy city 
throughout most of its history. It is 
also known for its several 
important artistic movements, 
especially the Renaissance period. 
Venice has played an important 
role in the history of symphonic 
and operatic music, and it is the 
birthplace of Antonio Vivaldi. 

 



Assisi 
Assisi  is a town and comune of 
Italy in the  province of of 
Perugia  in the Umbria region 
on the western flank of Monte 
Subasio. 

It was the birthplace of St. 
Francis,  who founded the 
Franciscan religious orderin the 
town in 1208, and  St. Clare the 
founder of the Poor Sisters, 
which later became the Order 
of Poor Clares after her death. 
The 19th-century Saint Gabriel 
of Our Lady of Sorrow was also 
born in Assisi. 

Now the site of many a 
pilgrimage, Assisi is linked in 
legend with its native son, St. 
Francis. The gentle saint 
founded the Franciscan order 
and shares honors with St. 
Catherine of Siena as the 
patron saint of Italy. He is 
remembered by many, even 
non-Christians, as a lover of 
nature (his preaching to an 
audience of birds is one of the 
legends of his life). 



Chianti 
The first definition of a wine-area 
called Chianti was made in 1716. It 
described the area near the 
villages of Gaiole , Castellina nd 
Radda  the so-called Lega del 
Chianti and later Provincia del 
Chianti (Chianti province). Wines 
labeled Chianti Classico come 
from the biggest sub-area of 
Chianti, that sub-area that 
includes the old Chianti area.  

During the 1970s producers 
started to reduce the quantity of 
white grapes in Chianti. In 1995 it 
became legal to produce a Chianti 
with 100% Sangiovese. For a wine 
to retain the name of Chianti, it 
must be produced with at least 
80% Sangiovese grapes. A Chianti 
may have a picture of a black 
rooster (known in Italian as a 
gallo nero) on the neck of the 
bottle, which indicates that the 
producer of the wine is a member 
of the Gallo Nero Consortium, an 
association of producers of the 
Classico sub-area sharing 
marketing costs. Since 2005 the 
black rooster has been the 
emblem of the Chianti Classico 
producers association. Aged 
Chianti (38 months instead of 4-
7), may be labelled as Riserva.  

 



San Gimignano 

San Gimignano is a small 
walled medieval hill town in 
the province of Siena Tuscany 
north-central Italy.  

 It is mainly famous for its 
medieval architecture 

especially its towers,  which 

may be seen from several 
kilometres outside the town. 

The town also is known for the 
white wine, Vernaccia di San 
Gimignano,  grown in the area. 

Located in the heart of the city, 
the museum San Gimignano 

1300 offers a massive 
reconstruction of the city as it 
existed 700 years ago. 
Architects, historians, and a 
team of artists worked nearly 3 
years to create this spectacular 
and unprecedented exhibition. 
This exhibit includes 800 
meticulously handcrafted 
structures, 72 towers, street 
scenes, and figurines. 



 Italy fascinating 

Culture 

Located in the Italian 
peninsula of southern 
Europe, the country 
shares its borders with 
France, Switzerland, 
Austria and Slovenia. It 
also includes within its 
folds, two independent 
states; San Marino and the 
Vatican City. However, the 
fascinating part of Italy is 
the culture of this place. 
From the famous Italian 
art by Michelangelo, 
Leonardo da Vinci, 
Donatello, Botticelli, 
Tintoretto, Caravaggio, 
Bernini, Titian and 
Raphael to literary works 
of Dante, Italy has a rich 
cultural and historical 
heritage. So for those 
people who are enamored 
by this beautiful country, I 
know you will absolutely 
love this simple power 
point. . 
 



THANKS 
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