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 This week in 
class your children will be learning 
about Global Warming. To sum it 
up we will be talking about its effect 
on the earth and climate.  Climate 
Change is any significant change in 
the climate of the Earth.  These 
changes can be temperature, 
precipitation, wind, humidity, etc.  
Climate Change occurs because of 
many things.  The heat from the 
sun and a change in the Earth's 
orbit may affect the climate on 
Earth.  The way the oceans on 
Earth circulate can have an effect 
on the Earth's climate.  And finally, 
human activity can change the 
climate of the Earth.  For example, 
burning fossil fuels such as 
gasoline and coal can affect the 
climate on Earth.  Changing the 
landscape of the Earth, by cutting 
forests, filling swamps, laying large 

amounts of concrete over 
grasslands, can have a great effect 
on the Earth's environment. 
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Global Warming is an average 

temperature increase in the 

atmosphere of the Earth's surface 

and troposphere.  Global Warming 

can be caused by natural and 

human events.  Too much carbon 

dioxide (CO2) introduced into the 

air can produce Global Warming.  

Global Warming often refers to a 

warming that can occur as a result 

of increased CO2 emissions by 

man.  This can create a 

greenhouse effect.  The 

greenhouse effect traps heat within 

the atmosphere causing the 

average temperature of the Earth to 

increase.  This increased 

temperature causes ice caps to 

melt.  The melting of the Earth's ice 

caps causes sea levels to rise, thus 

changing the Earth's landscape. 

  

 

 EFFECTS OF GLOBAL WARMING ON THE 

ENVIRONMENT 
The video below shows the greenhouse effect. 

Light from the sun passes through the 

atmosphere and is absorbed by the Earth’s 

surface, warming it. Greenhouse gases, like 

carbon dioxide, act like a blanket, trapping heat 

near the surface and raising the temperature. It 

is a natural process that warms the planet. But 

human activities are increasing the amount of 

greenhouse gases and trapping more heat. 

 

Greenhouse gases stay in the atmosphere for a 

long time. Although plants and the ocean 

absorb carbon dioxide, they can’t keep up with 

all the extra carbon dioxide that people have 

been releasing. So the amount of carbon 

dioxide in the atmosphere has been increasing 

over time. 
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